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Impact and 
relevance 
Of Creation 
Regained 
among topics 
discussed 


BY RICHARD 
GREYDANUS 


Worldview was the topic 
of discussion on Saturday, 
February 26. Topics that were 
addressed throughout the 
day imeluded what a world- 
view %§, What implications it 
has for @ faithful Christian 
walk with God, and what it 
has meant to people inspired 
by it. Drs; David Naugle and 
Micha@l Goheen gave key- 
note adifesses at what Craig 
Barth.gmew called an abso- 
| lutely u@ique opportunity to 
| 


ay 


Ra 
<a 


learmabout the subject. Where 
else in the world could one 
find two leading authorities 
addressing worldview issues 
together in the same place? 
Goheen is well known 
in the halls of Redeemer. 
Naugle, on the other hand, is 


Dr. Gene Haas receives congratulations from students Albert Postma and Karissa !0'#N WHANG 
Koopmans after his inauguration into full professorship on Friday, March 11. 
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not—though he commented 
to a crowd of students taking 
part in Kuyper’s Kafe that he 
felt like he had come home. 
Currently teaching at Dallas 
Baptist University, Naugle 
has found Redeemer’s con- 
tributions to the articulation 
of a comprehensive Christian 
worldview, which is meant to 
guide Christian scholarship in 
the many fields of academic 
study in the service of God, to 
be invaluable to him. 

Notably, Dr. Al Wolters’ 
book Creation Regained was 
instrumental in revealing for 
Naugle a world in which the 
entire range of human ac- 
tivities is meant to serve the 
Creator. Naugle related how 
he ate the book up when he 
first read it. In addition, he is 
very appreciative of Goheen’s 
work with worldview studies. 
And they say you'll find your 
staunchest critics at home: he 
has also engaged in a discus- 
sion with Professor Plantinga 
over finer points concerning 
worldview as a concept. 

Author of the widely ac- 
claimed book Worldview: 


History ofa Concept (Eerdmans, 
2002), which was selected by 
Christianity Today magazine 
as the 2003 book of the year 
in the theology and ethics 
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ference Assesses Role of 
Worldview in Christian Living, 
Scholarship 


category, Naugle is well-pub- 
lished, as his curriculum vitae 
attests. 

The themes of Church, 
Worldview, and Worship 
framed the content of the 
conference. The Redeemer 
student population was out 
in force, no doubt because 
of Bartholomew’s practice of 
making it a requirement for 
his philosophy courses. 

To open the conference, 
Naugle translated his revolu- 
tionary encounter with world- 
view thinking into a practical 
program for church renewal. 
He called for Christians to ap- 
propriate the whole gospel 
for the whole person for the 
whole world for the whole of 
life. The address was in part 
meant to be a response to Rick 
Warren's The Purpose Driven 
Life. His proposed alternative 
was the “worldview driven” 
church. 

Naugle boldly laid claim 


to what he called a “maxi- 
mialist” vision for renewal 
in the contemporary church. 
Instruction in holistic im- 
plications of worldview, in- 
tensive Christian discipling 
programs, and a_ recovery 
of historic forms of worship 
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Dr. Gene 
Haas explores 
Christian moral 
framework in 

inaugural lecture 


BY ALBERT POSTMA 


Friday, March 11 marked 
the day when, after many 
years of dedicated 
to the Redeemer communi- 
ty, Dr. Gene Haas was offi 
cially inaugurated into full 
professorship in the Religion 
and Theology Department of 
Redeemer University College 

Without much ado, the cer 
emony moved into Haas’ in 
vigorating inaugural address, 
titled The Promise of Creational 
Ethics. To begin his lecture, 
Haas cited a passage from 
Lord of the Rings, in which 
Frodo discusses his pain due 
to his having to bear the ring 
that came from his uncle. Not 


service 


understanding the reason for 
his task and wanting to be rid 
of it, Frodo expresses his wish 
that it could have happened 
at another time. Gandalf, the 
wizard, agrees with Frodo but 
responds by saying it is not 
for us to decide what time we 
are in; rather, we must sim- 
ply live in the time in which 
are placed and do the best 
with it. 

This set the stage for the 
rest of Haas’ inaugural ad- 
dress. He spoke about the 
current state of affairs in the 
Western how, 
ethically speaking, we as 
Christians can and ought to 
respond. In our culture, it is 
increasingly difficult to stand 
up and proclaim a moral 
order that applies to all peo- 
ple across the globe. There is 
a tendency to believe that our 
morality is subject to change, 
as it is simply a will to power. 
Thus, what is moral for one 
person may or may not be 
moral to another, and no one 
ought to impinge their moral- 
ity on another. 


world and 


This concept is not news 
to anyone who has taken 
Interdisciplinary Studies 121, 
but its profundity struck me 
again as I sat and listened to 
Haas speak. He spoke of the 
laws of creation and of the 
very fact that we as human 
beings created in the image 
of God have a special function 
and responsibility as moral 
creatures. We are responsible 
for our thoughts and actions, 
meaning that there is a way 
God requires us to live as we 
relate to him and our neigh- 
bours. Our morality —the way 
we ought to live 
very much on creation; there- 
fore, claimed Haas, the key 
theme is a correct and strong 
understanding of creation 
and creation order. 

One of the main objections 
to this understanding of mo- 
rality is that it is too stati¢, 
Haas was quick to point out, 
though, that creation is inher 
ently historical. This means 
that creation must develop 


is based 
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The Kingdom Christ 
establishes redirects the 
world to its original creational 
destiny, in which redeemed 
humans can participate 
through union with Him, 


” 


— DR. GENE HAAS 


: CHRIS HOWLETT 
Redeemer’s Student Senate-sponsored annual formal banquet, “The Way You 


Look Tonight,” held on Saturday, March 19 at Carmen’s banquet hall, featured dresses, 
dinner, and dancing. Above, the girls of Dorm 18 (Denise Versteeg, Nelia Schalk, Ashley 
Vincent, Shawna Duncan, Amy Koopmans, Jessica De Smit, and Ashley Hayman); below, 
Sam Overduin, Dave deGraaf, Joe Groeneveld, and Tom Smith, 


‘Winter Mainstage * Oscar Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s Fan 
March 29 —<April2 ° Call ext. 4211 for tickets 
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Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


“California, here we 
come, right back where we 
started from...” An article 
in this issue of The Crown 
on the dangers of the hit 
television show The O.C. got 
me thinking about discern- 
ment in more areas than 
just television. Although 
many students here like- 
ly pride themselves on the 
fact that they watch little or 
no television (the reception 
in the dorms is terrible!), I 
think that a lot fewer peo- 
ple would be able to claim 
the same about listening 
to popular music. Popular 
music is nearly inescapable, 
as it serves as a background 


to studying, shopping, 
working out, driving, and 
sporting events. 


That being said, it is im- 
portant that, if we want to 
be “attuned” to popular 
culture, we should exam- 
ine the potential dangers 
and values of this particular 
medium of communication. 
Of course, I am the last one 
who would condemn listen- 
ing to popular music (or, 
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more likely in my case, un- 
popular music); | mean only 
to throw out a few ideas, and 
I welcome your feedback and 
criticism. 

The ubiquitous nature of 
popular music and the pas- 
sive way most listeners ab- 
sorb it marks one of its 
dangers. Lyrics and phras- 
es enter passively into the 
listener's memory and stay 
there. The saying “I don’t lis- 
ten to the words; I just like 
the beat,” often repeated by 
young people in defence of 
their listening preferences, 
is self-deceiving and naive. 
Even the most careful listener 
would have a very hard time 
trying to prevent herself from 
singing along or later repeat- 
ing lines from a song she re- 
cently heard on the radio. 

Even whole worldviews 
can be absorbed this way, 
with little or no hindrance. 
Music breaks down defenc- 
es by posing as “background 
noise,” but all the while it en- 
gages our minds and bodies. 
Who can resist tapping fin- 
gers or toes to a beat while 
driving? Popular music pro- 
vides a medium for the easy, 
mass transmission of messag- 
es, and while these messages 
can in fact be harmless—like 


rejoicing in newfound love 
or exploring emptiness felt 
through losing someone 
close—popular music can 
also send values and morals 
that are contradictory to the 
Christian worldview; ideas 
such as premarital sex, the ec- 
stasy of trying illegal drugs, 
and the more subtle princi- 
ples of individualism or hu- 
manism abound and can be 
hidden by poetic-sounding 
lyrics. There is a danger in al- 
lowing ourselves to passive- 
ly absorb the messages that 
popular music sends. 
Popular music’s standard- 
ization of styles and lack of 
creativity can be mind dull- 
ing and provide for inau- 
thentic experience. Much 
of popular music is filled 
with repetitive clichés deal- 
ing with the same topics and 
themes ad nauseum. Their de- 
pendence on the capitalistic 
market means that musicians 
mimic whatever sells best, 
leaving no room for true cre- 
ativity and experimentation. 
Because many popular musi- 
cians are the creations of rich 
corporations, they can be in- 
authentic and lack real talent. 
With the standardization and 
lack of creativity common in 
popular music, the beauty of 


God's good creation of music 
and its potential can easily be 
lost. 

Pop music also creates 
for young people role mod- 
els who have no real quali- 
fications to act as such. Pop 
icons such as Britney Spears 
and Lindsay Lohan send very 
clear messages to young peo- 
ple, via both their lyrics and 
their lifestyles (which are 
flaunted all over television 
and magazines), about what 
is cool and uncool and right 
and wrong. Popular musi- 
cians are idolized (ever hear 
of American Idol?), and listen- 
ers look to them for answers 
and advice. This unquestion- 
ing acceptance of what these 
formulaic pop icons say is 
foolish, and yet it is a real 
danger in our society, as one 
can see exemplified by look- 
ing at the style of dress of 
most eight-year-old females. 
Even 18- to 23-year-old uni- 
versity students, I think, can 
be in danger of this— perhaps 
not from Britney Spears or 
Lindsay Lohan, but from any 
number of other pop musi- 
cians. 

Despite these dangers, 
popular music also contains 
the potential to play a benefi- 
cial role in our society. Due to 


Does the Music We Listen to Glorify God? 


listeners’ passive digestion of 
popular music and the ease 
with which people accept 
the messages it sends, pop- 
ular music creates a forum 
for sharing faith in way that 
can be subtle, not preachy or 
overpowering. The radio suc- 
cess of the band Switchfoot, 
which sings “We were meant 
to live for so much more; 
have we lost ourselves?” and 
“I dare you to move; I dare 
you to lift yourself up off 
the floor,” demonstrates that 
positive—even Christian— 
messages are able to get air- 
play alongside musicians 
such as Nelly, Eminem, and 
Usher. Although an imper- 
fect and not fully adequate 
way of sharing the gospel 
message, popular music al- 
lows an opening at least to 
begin to communicate the 
Christian faith. 

Popular music also exper- 
iments with the ordinary. It 
helps us understand the in- 
tricacies of the commonplace 
experience in new ways. Its 
focus on everyday, even mun- 
dane, events means that it 
does not elevate us out of this 
world, but instead it helps us 
see value in the small details 
of the world we inhabit. We 
are able to see through vari- 


ous perspectives, and reflec- 
tive personal expression is 
encouraged. 

The sheer power of music 
is a gift that has been given 
to us by God. Music can af- 
fect us mentally, physically, 
emotionally, and _ spiritu- 
ally, through its rhythms, 
harmonies, melodies, and, 
in popular music, through 
its words and poetry. The 
beauty and power of this 
combination means that 
our entire beings are en- 
gaged by this art, which 
can lead to truly profound 
discoveries of meaning and 
experiences of God's glory 
and grace. 

The dangers of popular 
music cannot be overlooked 
since they are very real, but 
popular music also contains 
potential benefits that both 
acknowledge God’s place 
as Creator of good gifts and 
allow for true engagement 
of culture. While this in no 
way is a complete guide to 
the principles of discern- 
ment of popular music, | 
hope that it will at least en- 
courage us to consider seri- 
ously the music we listen to, 
rather than allowing our- 
selves to digest it passively 
without criticism. €? 
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Our Fixation With The O.C. Questioned 


Television show 
inappropriate “diet” 
for body, mind, and 

~ soul 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
AND LOUIS DAUPHIN 


The plot seemed nice: a well-to- 
do family + in a young man 
who grew up in rough circumstanc- 
es, allows him to live with them, 
and gets him into a good school. He 
becomes a brother to their son, one 
of their very own. It seemed to be a 
nice, inoffensive story about twen- 
ty-first century life and good-na- 
tured people. 

Most, if not all, of you know the 
show. The catchy theme song at the 
beginning draws you in, and be- 
fore you know it you are singing 
along. The O.C, has become more 
than just a county in California to 
many teens and twenty-somethings 
in North America. It has become an 
addictive, hit television show bor- 
dering on idolatry. 

Its beginning seemed innocent, 
and the show immediately attract- 
ed quite a following. Viewers were 
sucked in—including many of you. 
But what has happened now? The 
show has become a victim of this 
fallen world, and more specifical- 
ly, the moral-free opinions of our 
“enlightened,” Western, God-less 
culture, In all honesty, the fact that 


this show has become a hit with 
the twenty-something generation 
is sad enough, but the true disap- 
pointment is that it has been, and 
still is, well-received by so many 
students at Redeemer. 

How can we justify this? Plots 
range from adultery, homosexu- 
ality, teenage-pregnancy, alcohol 
abuse, and dysfunctional family 
lifestyles, and the cast members 
themselves show little objec- 
tion towards these issues. So are 
Redeemer students trying to apply 
the lessons learned in INT 121 and 
boost the show’s ratings as they 
seek to discern the worldview held 
within? 

What we truly want to know is 
when do we, as Christians, draw 
the line? Can we be easily lost in a 
show such as this and claim that it 
does not affect us? Between the two 
of us, we have watched only a few 
episodes and have been disgusted 
with what we have seen. There is 
nothing edifying or constructive 
about a show in which teens (that’s 
right, they are all supposed to be 
about 17 or 18) live destructive lives 
and model it to viewers. 

People wonder why Islamic 
Fundamentalists see this in North 
American culture (which they as- 
sume to be Christian) and wish 
to attack and rid this world of us 
“infidels.” They base their opin- 
ion of “us” on shows such as The 
O.C.; shows that celebrate a mor- 
ally-deprived lifestyle and, in turn, 
encourage viewers to live similar 
lifestyles with no concern for the 
consequences that such actions may 


bring. Viewers of such shows object 
to the assessment that these Islamic 
fundamentalists have made, but 
in all honesty, can we truly blame 
them (especially when so many 
people who truly call themselves 
Christians support such shows as 
well)? 

Now, we ‘know that the claim 
made above will ruffle quite a few 
feathers among O.C. watchers and 
possibly others, but if we are to 
truly engage this world, we must 
be willing to take a stand—even if 
we are to stand alone. 

Haven't we seen this show be- 
fore: a group of teens trying to find 
themselves in life, all of whom are 
the same age and are dealing with 
dysfunctional families, homosex- 
uality, and broken relationships. 
What was it called? It was known 
to the greater majority as Dawson's 
Creek. The only difference between 
these two shows is that one takes 
place in a rural community and 
the other in upper class suburbia. 
Hollywood is shovelling you the 
same garbage that should have 
gone to the dump, but instead, 
many of you are taking this crap 
and digesting it. And for what? 
Last time we checked, garbage was 
not part of a healthy, well-balanced 
diet for body, mind, and soul. 

So the next time you pile in front 
your TV or attend one of the many 
weekly O.C. parties on campus, 
think about what you are feeding 
yourself and ask if it is truly some- 
thing wholesome that you should 
add to your daily and spiritual 
life. €? 
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The view of the school from Garner Road continues to change daily as the weather warms up and construction s 
the parking lot, and the smell of tar is commonplace near the back entrance lately, as work is being done on the ro 


wings into full gear. Students have been trudging through muck in 
of of the auditorium. A spokesperson for the Growing With Integrity 


campaign says that, while the slated Peter Turkstra Library will not be ready until January of 2006, they are still aiming to have the new classrooms ready by September. 
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Paper-Writing Blues 


The time has 
dawned for the 
standardization 
of the length of 


program I have used has had 
a word count function. It is 
not always easy to find, but 
discovering someone who 
knows how to work with ei- 
ther WordPerfect or Word is 
not all that difficult. 

The difficulty arises when 


the page system as to how 
many words on a page would 
constitute a page. If lam writ- 
ing an eight-page paper, does 
that mean that eight pages 
must be full of text? Are seven 
and a half pages sufficient? 
Must the paper fill the eighth 


Inf 


COMMENTARY / Page 3 


at Redeemer So Far? 


COMPILED BY JENNIFER WEENING 


you speak out 


a page a page length is listed. page, or is it only necessary 
Throughout to have some 
high school, as text on the 
BY TIMOTHY DYKSTRA _whenateach- If Lam writing | eighth page? 
er mentioned ; _ Furthermore, 
Writing essays is an inte- “page” in re- an eight page the page 
gral part of every student's lation to a paper, are seven Ne | sed 
education. Essays need to be paper, it was e altere ae - , 
written in essentially every Bee the: and fe) half pages by making SARA-BETH RICHARD CHRIS ADAM HARRIS 
field of secondary education, with 250 sufficient? Must the small chang- FAVA GREYDANUS ROOSEBOOM 1ST YEAR 
er , ‘ . 4TH YEAR 4TH YEAR 1ST YEAR 
from sociology to biology, words. Now, ' : es to mar ey 
and there is no shortage of in university, paper fill the eighth gins and font ce ‘ce P BOL. 129 
topics about which one could when a pro- page, or is it only sizes, thereby +] 
easily write. Difficulty arises, fessor lists ! skewing the REL 251 PHL 335 PHL 121 Political 
however, whenever a paper pages, I'm necessary to have tha num- pike shilosos a's My itsesbin), S eolo ies): 
length requirement is men- not sure what ber of pages, 1eOLO 1LOSsO oO LlOSO made me 
und length should SOME text on the aith > ie h didn’t By of History Bria 2 look at the 
Throughout my pre-uni- be — written. eighth page? most pro- anything about It gave me lot of the government 
versity education, I was Perhaps my fessors are the Reformed a learned _ideas I was in a different 
taught that a typed page worry arises a cae blatantly op- tradition, and defence introduced to way because 
equals 250 words. As I have from the fact that university posed to this particularly mow I do, And against the made me re- it showed 
grown older and have be- papers are considerably more “distasteful” practice. it was an easy ravings evaluate the the different 
come more observant, I have weighted in grade value than So here is my proposal: A. of a mad way that I idolatries 
realized that this is not at all high school papers are. Redeemer should institute a 99 vegetarian! thought. behind them. 
the case. I used to assume I should probably verify standardized system of paper _ > $3 


that my teachers thought 250 
words was the average num- 
ber of words that occur on a 
typed page. But this is also 
not true. 

I would say that, on aver- 
age, the number of words on 
a page is closer to 300 words. 
Perhaps the difference is due 
to different fonts, but the 


with teachers what length 
they prefer, but I feel that 
a question such as “When 
you say pages, do you mean 
pages, or does that translate 
back into numbers?” is diffi- 
cult to ask without sounding 
stupid. A further problem is 
whether or not they refer to 
the standard 250 words or the 


lengths. I am not saying that 
all papers should be the same 
length but that all professors 
should use a word count sys- 
tem. I understand reserva- 
tions about doing this, as it 
will encourage some people 
to count words and write run- 
on and repetitive sentences. 
Page counting restrains these 


standard 12-point Times New more accurate 300 words. tendencies. JACQUELINE CHRIS YOLISA EMILY CLARK 
Roman font tends to produce §_ The longer a paper be- I am not an essay writ- DDONKERSLOOT HOWLETT DEJAGER 3RD YEAR 
closer to 300 words per page. comes, the more concerned er who constantly monitors 4TH YEAR 1ST YEAR 4TH YEAR By, 
Perhaps the discrepancy can one grows about this differ- my word count so that I can ee 6c ‘c 
be traced back to the days of ence. A three-page paper var- stop writing once I hit what REL 201 
the typewriter, which spitted ies from 750 words to 900. is required. I raise these ques- ENG 357 THR 100 POL 325 (Academic 
out 250 words per page. 150 words is not that great tions because of my wish to and ENG 476 (Performance and FRE Study of 
When I read syllabi at the of a disparity. It is not diffi- have a general length around (Contemporary 1), because 341 a Scripture): 
start of every semester, I get cult, depending on the topic, which I can plan my papers. Fiction and rp! Louter Political It taught me 
into a dizzy fit. Every profes- to include ina paper another Essentially, it just comes Postcolonial s like one Theory and how to read 
sor has a different way of de- paragraphroughly 150 words down to the fact that, when- Literature): of us in that 19th Nees the Rible, one 
fining paper length to their long. A ten-page paper, on ever a page count such as These courses class; it’s really French Novel): book at a time, 


students. 


the other hand, differs from 


15 is listed, I’m never sure 


taught me to 


interactive 


I almost had 


and compare 


When a professor lists;a .2500 words) to’ 3000,,words. whether I have to write 4500 think about and everyone’s a heart attack them to one 
word count, there is no has-. 500 words—or two pages, or 3750 words. The standard- _ the»world in involved, and in both classes another, and 
sle; word counts are easy to depending on your terminol- ization would certainly make a new way. you learn a lot because of it showed 
follow. It is not difficult to ogy—is a considerably differ- this student's brain work Postmodernity of leadership the amount of us a good 
work your way up toa partic- ent story. slightly less hard when time can, in fact, bea stuff, really stress in trying foundation of 
ular number of words. Every There is also difficulty in comes for essay writing! ¢ ? good thing. working to figure them the different 

i together. out. They were versions ofthe 
— sg like puzzles, Bible and how 
; but then the to use them 
Is there something ta kin g place ie pictures I got effectively. 
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that really gets your goat? Did _ 3 oles 
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you read anything in this issue a 
The Crown that inspired you or 
upset you? Don’t ay sit tiered 


t it! Send your 


et aioe 
to’ rth ats cr¢ @) wee me CRAIG MIKEY ARCE RICHARD BRITTANY 
VANDERVEEN 3RD YEAR VANDERWIER GOHEEN 
2ND YEAR &< 3RD YEAR 2ND YEAR 
“¢ PSY 121 ee ce 
BUS 241 (Introduction I wouldn't PHL 121 
(Organizational to "ibaa oe know. I’ve (Introduction 
Behaviour), Clinical a never been to to Philosophy): 
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Vatican's position on gender at a special lecture on Friday, March 11. 


The Relationship of the Sexes 


Guest Lecturer 
and Audience 
struggle with 

secular and 

Catholic insights 

on gender role 

distinctions 


BY SAMUEL MARTIN 


I first met Dr. George 
Piggford in the art galley, 
where he was looking at Jim 
Paterson's retrospective 
hibition with Dr. Bowen. 
When I was introduced to the 
Catholic scholar and soon-to- 
be priest, the first thing he 
asked me was, “So what are 
your views on the Pope on 
gender?” 

Not being too familiar with 
Catholic theology or Vatican 
documents on the matter, 
I dodged the question and 
went, shortly thereafter, to 


ex- 


Piggford’s seminar in the 
Boardroom. 

Piggford began his dis- 
cussion by talking about 
Marianism in the Catholic 
Church, focusing on the 
current Pope’s_ veneration 


of Mary. It was made very 
clear in the discussion peri- 
od following the lecture that 
Marianism doesn’t go over 
very well in Protestant circles, 
but from a Catholic perspec- 
tive, Mary is a logical person 
to look to when addressing 
the current debates about 
gender roles and normative 
femininity. Piggford laid out 
very clearly and concisely the 
Pope's position on the subject 
of gender, using Mary as the 
model or ideal woman. 

Piggford’s _ lecture 
pounded upon the Pope’s 
positions on these matters. 
His lecture was largely struc- 
tured along these lines, but 
in the following discussion, 
he allowed some of his own 
views to be heard. However, 
his main focus was on relay- 
ing the stance of the Catholic 
Church as communicated 
through the Pope and the 
Vatican Council. 

Piggford provided some 
quotations from Pope John 
Paul Il’s “On the Dignity and 
Vocation of Women (Mulieris 
Dignitatem),” which was re- 
leased from the Vatican in 
1988. In this document, the 
Pope focuses on “two par- 
ticular dimensions of the 
fulfillment of the female per- 
sonality,” which are “virgini- 


ex- 


ty and motherhood.” Looking 
at these dimensions of the fe- 
male personality, the Pope di- 
rects the focus to the Gospel 
and to the figure of Mary, 
“who as a virgin became the 
mother of the Son of God. 
These two dimensions of the 
female vocation were united 
in her...in such a way that one 
did not exclude the other but 
wonderfully complemented 
it.” Working from this Papal 
document, Piggford focused 
mutch of his talk on the idea of 
complementarity. 
Expounding upon the idea 
of complementarity, Piggford 
showed how, according to the 
Pope, virginity and mother- 


hood complemented each 
other in Mary and, therefore, 
should complement each 


other in women relating to 
women. In a similar way, the 
Pope focuses on how men 
and women should comple- 
ment each other through “col- 
laborative” relationships. In 
order to work towards this 
ideal of “collaboration” or 
complementarity between the 
sexes, men and women must 
acknowledge their normative 
differences. 

Referring to norms or nor- 
mative gender roles, Piggford 
cited Judith Butler as a gen- 
der theorist who views a 
word like “girl” as a term of 
symbolic power that, accord- 
ing to Butler’s Bodies That 
Matter, “governs the forma- 
tion of a corporeally enacted 
femininity that never fully 
the norm.” 
Butler sees traditional femi- 
ninity as a “forcible citation 
of a norm’; Piggford, on this 
point, showed the influence of 
Michel Foucault's philosophy, 
concerning, gender roles and 
power struggles, on Butler’s 
own theoretical work. In this 
type of philosophical frame- 
work, a binary must always 
be established —although 
and Butler would 
say “acknowledged” rather 
than In these 
binaries, there are two sides 
struggling, one against the 
other; identity as “one” or 
an individual can only be ac- 
quired by submitting or strug- 
gling. 

While Piggford was ex- 
trapolating on Butler’s theo- 
ries and making an effort to 
put those theories into dia- 
logue with Catholic theology 
and Biblical exegesis, | began 
to realize what it was about 
Butler’s thought that dis- 
turbed me. In this Foucaultian 
philosophy, in which iden- 
tity is only found either by 
submission (which is seen as 


approximates 


Foucault 


“established.” 


negative) or through strug- 
gle, there is no room for what 
the Pope calls complementar- 
ity—an idea rooted in collab- 
orative love. What is love? 
Rather, should the question 
not be “Who is love?” 

Piggford tied his lecture 
together with the idea of dis- 
covering, exploring, and re- 
alizing our normative gender 
roles in relationship to Christ, 
who is the embodiment of 
love: In this relationship, men 
take on a feminine role, as the 
Bride of Christ, towards God 
and must, therefore, explore 
the feminine aspect of norma- 
tive masculinity in relation to 
the Bridegroom. 

In this paradigm, according 
to Piggford, God is disembod- 
ied and therefore genderless, 
beyond gender, or trans-gen- 
dered. “Language fails us at 
this point,” Piggford said. 
Because God is neither male 
nor female in this Catholi¢ 
framework, “He” cannot be 
simply a patriarchal deity 
who enforces normative gen- 
der roles. God is still Lord and 
Creator of creational gender 
norms, but it is not through 
subjugation, manipulation, or 
persecution that “He” wishes 
to have these norms realized. 
Gender norms or normative 
gender roles can only be re- 
alized in “relationship” with 
God. This relationship is mul- 
tifaceted and must be entered 
with “authentic” obedience to 
God. Inauthentic obedience 
makes submission a nega- 
tive thing, whereas authentic 
obedience makes submission 
positive, even creational. 

While talking with 
Piggford and Bowen after- 
wards, | began to realize that 
authentic obedience in the 
Christian life is very hard to 
realize or to turn into a real- 
ity in one’s life. Through this 
post-lecture dialogue, I began 
to see that we Christians can 
learn from “secular” gender 
theorists, like Butler, who 
often point out inauthenticity 
and abuse in our conception 
of gender “norms.” 

Through the lecture and 
the following discussion, | 
also came to understand that 
authentic obedience to Christ 
does not always entail sub- 
mission to traditional gen- 
der roles. On this point there 
is room for dialogue; indeed, 
we in the Christian academ- 
ic community need to have 
more dialogues about the is- 
sues surrounding gender 
theory with “secular” gender 
theorists like Butler and rep- 
resentatives of other Christian 
traditions like Piggford. « ” 
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were included among. the 
pertinent features. While cer- 
tainly not lacking in ambition, 
one listener wondered how 
Naugle would compare him- 
self to C.S. Lewis’ project in 
Mere Christianity. Naugle had 
quoted Lewis in his defense. 

Goheen gave the second 
keynote address, Creation 
Regained Remixed. It sketched 
a rough outline of the forth- 
coming republication of 
Creation Regained, a project 
which Goheen and Wolters 
are collaborating on. Like 
Naugle, Goheen took the time 
to highlight the enormous im- 
pact the book had had on his 
own life. He considered it a 
high honour to be reworking 
a book that had so changed 
his life. 

Creation Regained was not 
originally intended to be 
a book on worldview ba- 
sics. Instead, it was intend- 
ed to be a introductory text 
for a Reformed philosophy 
course. During his response 
to Goheen’s presentation, 
Wolters commented that it 
had been “dragged out of 
him.” In fact, someone else 


had taken it from his desk and 
brought it to the publisher. 

Goheen outlined what 
Wolters had originally intend- 
ed, but he pointed to the need 
for refinement. Such things as 
the narrative character of a 
worldview and the missional 
character of the Biblical story 
need to be drawn out. 

One of the especially ex- 
citing features of the day 
was five presentations de- 
livered by students between 
the two keynote addresses. 
Unfortunately, the presenta- 
tions were run in two parallel 
sessions, making it possible to 
listen to only three of the five. 

Professor Wolters moder- 
ated the first session. Those 
in attendance listened to 
Andrew Vis outline a pro- 
posal for a Reformed ver- 
sion of monasticism meant 
to reinvigorate the Christians 
spiritual life. Dylon Nofziger 
listed three crucial compo- 
nents of a worldview spiri- 
tuality —community, joy and 
suffering. James Sikkema 
made a provocative claim 
that any articulation of 
worldview is preceded by 
silence, our Christian faith’s 
native tongue, which is an 
insight drawn from Soren 
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Kierkegaard. 

The second session was 
moderated by Dr. Deborah 
Bowen. Rob Joustra called 
Christians to live in the con- 
sumerist society that so grips 
our lives but not to be of it. 
A late addition to the ros- 
ter of speakers, Morgan 
McPherson explored the re- 
lationship between our emo- 
tions and our worldview in 
hopes of correcting an over- 
intellectualization of the 
faith. 

The student presenters re- 
ceived good reactions from 
their listening audience. 
Question periods followed 
the strictly timed seminars, in 
which people were given an 
opportunity to respond. ¢« * 
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through humanity as the Spirit directs. The 
implication for ethics is that we must identi- 
fy the ethical principles found in creation and 
apply them contextually for today. Therefore, 
in each different time and context, the ethi- 
cal principles will be worked out in different 
ways with different emphases. This does not 
mean, however, that the principles are fluid— 
only the applications are. 

Sin, of course, causes humanity to reject the 
moral order in return for serving idols. More 
than that, though, sin also distorts and dark- 
ens our understanding and knowledge of mo- 
rality. The moral order remains, however, and 
we will respond to it either in obedience or re- 
bellion. 

Redemption and new life in Christ, then, 
does not create a new moral order, but rath- 
er removes the distortion as creation is re- 
newed. Through Christ, our hearts and minds 
are being restored to understand and obey his 
morality. Bigger than that, though, Christ's 
death and resurrection restore all things, so 
that everything may be complete and whole 
in relation to both God and creation. As Haas 
said, “The kingdom [Christ] establishes redi- 
rects the world to its original creational desti- 
ny, in which redeemed humans can participate 
through union with Him.” 

To understand ethics and the moral order as 
a foundation, Haas pointed to the Scriptures 
as an essential guide. Not only does the Bible 
reveal the central theme of Creation-Fall- 
Redemption, but it also acts as a guide in the 
contextualization of morality. 

Also, the church is the body in which ethical 
contextualization takes place. As we embody 
the practices and traditions of the past, the 
church can do much to guide the moral life of 
Christians. It is important, noted Haas, that the 
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church does not become the foundation in it- 
self for morality and ethics; rather, it must look 
to the creational order as laid out in Scripture 
for the source of its authority. Otherwise, the 
church can simply replace an individualistic 
relativism with a communal relativism. Either 
way, the structure of creation is not being up- 
held but is being undermined for our own un- 
derstandings and ideas. 

How this is implemented can be difficult, 
especially as we are in the advent of the king- 
dom of God as inaugurated by Christ. Now, as 
the kingdom reaffirms the creation and seeks 
to renew and restore creation back to its cor- 
rect relationship with God, we have a unique 
opportunity to implement creational order 
while in the Old Testament God himself laid 
down the law. It takes prayerful discernment 
and trust in God to properly understand and 
participate in the kingdom of God faithfully. 

While this discussion of creational order 
and ethics may seem dry and dull to some 
people, I can hardly say enough about it. 
Haas was able to take Reformed thinking 
and cultivate a captivating and invigorating 
understanding of ethics through it. Also, the 
treatment of contextualization as | have been 
familiar with it in the past has been primarily 
from a evangelism standpoint—that is, how to 
relate the gospel to culture in a way that re- 
mains faithful to the message while remaining 
relevant to people. Haas was able to open up 
a whole other door of contextualization: how 
to bring ethics and our morality to bear on a 
culture that so desperately needs them while 
still remaining faithful to the order that God 
established. 

All-in-all, Haas’ address was another great 
inaugural lecture at Redeemer, witnessing yet 
again to the quality and faithfulness of our 
professors as they carry out their teaching and 
research, € * 


address may be purchased from the Redeemer Bookstore. 
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Lecture on 
agricultural 
sustainability 
provides clues 
for improving 
stewardship 


BY DAN BRINKMAN 

In the environment sec- 
tor, agricultural sustainabil- 
ity is one of the many phrases 
used by politicians and en- 
vironmentalists alike. The 
term is often misused due to 
its ambiguous meaning. Dr. 
Gary vanLoon, Professor of 
Environmental Chemistry 
at Queen’s University, gave 
a presentation on the topic 
of Agricultural Sustainability: 
Strategies for Assessment both 
to provide his audience with 
an understanding of what ag- 
ricultural sustainability en- 
tails and to show what goes 
into assessing whether a 
given area is practising sus- 
tainable agriculture. 

VanLoon began his pre- 
sentation on March 11 by ac- 
knowledging that it was his 
first time giving a presenta- 
tion at Redeemer University 
College. He has had former 
Redeemer students continue 
their studies under his tute- 
lage, and he praised the qual- 
ity of RUC grads. He then 
provided the audience with 
an overview of sustainability 
in general terms. 

According to vanLoon, 
sustainability is comprised of 
both the big picture and the 
small picture, the big picture 
being agricultural sustainabil- 
ity and the small picture com- 
bining elements of agronomy, 
environmental science, biolo- 
gy, agricultural economics, so- 
ciology, and other disciplines 
in a system purposely lacking 
a hierarchy. The big and little 
pictures all make their contri- 
butions as part of a dynamic 
interplay. The environment, 
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economy, and society all have 
an important place in this 
model, as they work togeth- 
er to improve both the human 
lifestyle and the development 
of natural resources. 
VanLoon then showed a 
sample of the more than 130 
definitions of agricultural 
sustainability, and he stated 
that even at the 1992 Earth 
Summit (the gathering of top 
politicians and environmen- 
talists at the United Nations 
Conference on Environment 
and Development, in Rio de 
Janeiro) a showed 
a misunderstanding of the 
term. It seems as though there 
are almost as many under- 


slogan 


standings of the word as there 
are people who use it. 

Having settled the 
mantics of sustainability, 
vanLoon then relayed the 
highlights of his research 
in the Tungabhadia Project 
(TBP) in India. The TBP was 
done in the Karnataka region. 
Comparison were 
done in four distinct agro- 
economic regions. Three of 
the four sites were located in 
a vast irrigation canal system, 
including lush settings at the 
“head end site,” potentially 
dry settings at the “tail end 
site,” and an “ancient site” —a 
tract of farmland in use since 
the height of an Indian empire 
600 years ago. The fourth lo- 
cale was the “rain-fed site,” a 
rather dry and barren site lo- 
cated uphill of the canal sys- 
tem. 

The four sites had varying 
degrees of suitability for agri- 
culture and economic activity, 
and the crops that were cho- 
sen reflected this. Different 
standards of living applied 
to each site as well. The study 
was holistic, addressing more 
than just the sheer efficiency 
of agricultural output. Data 
drawn from a wide variety 
of sources were compiled in 
a system that measured and 
scored results on a scale of 
one to ten. This was done so 
that data pertaining to the 
categories of productivity, 
stability, efficiency, durabil- 
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ity, compatibility, and equity 
could be compared and anal- 
ysed on a standardized scale, 
The difficulty of selecting 
suitable criteria to measure 
truly sustainable agricul- 
ture was pointed out in the 
presentation. VanLoon ad- 
dressed questions that were 
sure to'arise: is a low-yield, 
labour-inten- 
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An appreciation for the 
complexities of the holistic ag- 
ricultural sustainability ques- 
tion may be gained by seeing 
what goes into measuring ag- 
ricultural sustainability. The 
experiments and ensuing re- 
sults in the four different sites 
of the TBP command area 
give some indication of just 

how broad and 


sive organic i encompassing 
farm with low Isa low-yield, agricultural 
ages _ bette : . sustainabilit 
oral Rian labour-intensive is : 
a high-yield, organic farm From the 
‘chanized . -omparative 
eee es with low wages “ibe sae 
farm with well- better overall of productiv- 
said workers? : : ity, stability, 
is environmen- than fe) high-yield, efficiency, du- 
tal friendliness mechanized non- eee gus 
the only mea- . . patibility, an 
sure of success organic farm with equity, the 
in a farm oper- well-paid workers? “ancient site” 
ation, or is the . proved to be 
lifestyle of the Is environmental the most ag- 


workers more 
important? 
What is to be 
said about the 
ability to feed 
more people in 
a country with 
a billion people 
living within 
its borders? 

What can be 
said about the 
intrinsic differences in poten- 
tial? For example, should a 
barely rain-fed site amount- 
ing to little more than a desert 
be expected to compete with 
a field using the latest in ir- 
rigation practices? Or what of 
the towns in which farming is 
practised? Perhaps they may 
prosper monetarily, but they 
may do so at the expense of 
education. Is it worthwhile to 
pull kids out of school to keep 
the farms running? VanLoon 
tied together environmental, 
economic, and social aspects 
in his measurements in a com- 
prehensive manner. He made 
apologies for leaving out the 
bulk of the methodology of 
his studies, but the author felt 
that enough was said of it that 
it was possible to get the gist 
of how it was done. 
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The site did 
not have the 
highest —_pro- 


ductivity, as a 
simpler model 
of agricultural 
sustainability 
may have re- 
quired. It did 
have stabil- 
ity, as indicated by its long- 
time use of more than 600 
years. Efficiency was excel- 
lent, as measured by energy 
input and output. Durability, 
the resistance to problems, 
was tops in its category —it 
required only two sprayings 
per crop on average, where- 
as the more productive “head 
end” site required a whop- 
ping eighteen sprayings. 

In the areas of compatibil- 
ity and equity it also fared 
the best. Lifestyle of the lo- 
cals was good, as evidenced 
by high levels of education, 
social equality, sense of his- 
torical. pride, and promo- 
tion of tourism and business. 
Modern technology meets 
traditional methods at the 
“ancient site.” By encourag- 
ing further development of 
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appropriate indicators for ad- 
ditional study and education, 
a better understanding of ag- 
ricultural sustainability can 
be fostered. 

VanLoon has spent a large 
part of his career studying 
and teaching topics such as 
sustainability. It was impres- 
sive to see how much of his 
knowledge he was able to 
transmit to a room full of 
Redeemer staff and students 
in one hour. The subject is 
so very interdisciplinary and 
broad in scope that courses 
and even degrees in the sub- 
ject can never address it fully. 

There com- 
plaints that his lecture wasn't 
what students had expected 
and that it would be diffi- 
cult to apply his findings to 
the southern Ontario context. 
VanLoon did not attempt to 
answer the question of how 
to specifically improve agri- 
cultural sustainability here, 
but rather he addressed how 
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one can best assess how it is 
being practised on a broad- 
er scale. However, not ad- 
dressing a study area close 
to home may have had the 
added benefit of helping the 
audience overcome precon- 
ceived notions of how ag- 
riculture should work and 
what makes a good commu- 
nity. 

Although the study area 
was based on a culture and 
land far removed from our 
own, the strategies for as- 
sessment of agricultural sus- 
tainability should be able to 
make the transcontinental 
jump from India to Ontario. 
Whether in India or Canada, 
we all have the same man- 
date to cultivate and improve 
the Creation, and the lec- 
ture certainly provided the 
Redeemer population with a 
better idea of how to do this. 
At the very least, vanLoon’s 
lecture provided some food 
for thought. « ” 
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The Chinese govern ape 
allowing for military force against Taiwan if the small island 
ever declares independence. The United States has already 
attempted to engage Beijing in talks about repealing the law. 
China has considered Taiwan a renegade province ever since 
the Communists drove out Taiwanese nationalists in 1949. 
Spokesmen for the Chinese government assure that force 
would be the last measure taken if reunification talks with 
Taiwan fail. 

China has slowly been improving their human rights re- 
cords, to the point where the United States will not con- 
demn Beijing this year at the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission. Among the improvements are measures that 
allow house churches to operate in China without register- 
ing with the government, and a move to bring the treatment 
of political prisoners in line with that of other prisoners. 


SUDAN 

After the visit of a senior United Nations (UN) envoy to 
Sudan, a report has speculated that the death toll is much 
higher than the previous figure of 70,000. The UN now ad- 
mits that, although they are not certain (because they were 
not present during the attacks), the toll could be in the range 
of three to five times more. More than two million people 
have fled their homes, and many now live in UN-run camps. 
The UN is scheduled to vote soon on deploying 10,000 peace- 
keeping troops to the south. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

After a Catholic man was killed in a bar fight in Belfast, 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) has offered to kill the men 
involved in the murder. Police have made no arrests in the 
murder yet, as they need more evidence first. The IRA has 
theoretically been on ceasefire since 1997. The offer from the 
IRA has cast a dark shadow over their political ally, Sinn Fein. 
The IRA’s statement shocked the rest of the United Kingdom, 
and the news travelled quickly over the Atlantic. 

The United States is now demanding that Sinn Fein explic- 
itly say it will not tolerate any criminality, and both London 
and Dublin said peace talks will not progress until the situa+ 
tion has been resolved. US President George Bush met with 
the sisters of the slain Belfast man recently and promised to 
put pressure on Sinn Fein to bring the criminals to justice, 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams has also visited the United 
States in an attempt to bolster the bad reputation the party 
has gained in the past several years. 


BOLIVIA 

Huge protests in the streets of La Paz have prompt- 
ed current President Carlos Mesa to resign from office, 
Congressmen refused the resignation in a unanimous vote 
and threw their support behind Mesa as thousands of his 
supporters have gathered outside the presidential palace. | 

South America’s poorest country has faced political un+ 
rest for quite some time now. Mesa is an independent rep+ 
resentative but enjoys wide-ranging support. He has called 
for ordinary Bolivians to take to the streets in opposition to 
roadblocks and protests. He has now called for elections to 
take place this August, two years earlier than scheduled, 
Blockades in the country have produced food shortages for 
the larger cities. « ” 
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Professor Hugh Cook is retiring from full- 
time teaching this spring to focus more on his writing. 


JENNIFER WEENING 


Dr. Bert Polman 


Calvin Institute for Worship. 


“TI have not had a day 
when I got out of bed and 
did not look forward to 
going to work, to teaching. 
And that’s a real blessing.” 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


At every school, the faculty is the 
lifeblood that keeps the institution 
running. Nowhere is this truer than 
at Redeemer. One of the first things 
that students 
ubually tell a new student is, “Make 
sure you have gourses with ‘so-and- 
so,’ “ or, “maybe you'll have him or 
hér as your professor.” 

One of the professors often rec- 
ommended is Hugh Cook, a prized 
instructor in the English depart- 
ment. He is retiring this year, after a 
long teaching career, to spend more 
time on writing. 

“When you turn sixty,” he says, 
“you start to think about how much 
longer you want to work. I'd rather 
retire at the top of my game than 
when my teaching skills have start- 
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ed to decline.” 

It was a decision, he admits, that 
he agonized over for some time; 
Cook has been at Redeemer since its 
inception in 1982. Prior to his teach- 
ing at Redeemer, he taught at Dordt 
College for twelve years. But, Cook, 
admits, “I had become increasing- 
ly nationalistic. | wanted to come 
home?” 

He recalls that, when he was 
“quite young,” he already knew 
that he wanted to be a teacher. He 
remembers telling his grade eight 
teacher and principal that he want- 
ed to be a teacher. He went on to 
Calvin College, later completing a 
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Master’s Program at Simon Fraser 
University in British Columbia and 
receiving a Master’s Degree in Fine 
Arts from The Writers’ Workshop at 
the University of Iowa. 

He has written three books, The 
Homecoming Man, Cracked Wheat, 


and Home in Alfalfa, and is currently 
working ona second novel. Students 


who have appreciated Professor 
Cook’s classes and frank discussion 
will be happy to learn that he will 
continue to teach one course per se- 
mester on creative writing. He says 
that, throughout the duration of his 
entire career, “I have not had a day 
when I got out of bed and did not 
look forward to going to work, to 
teaching. And that’s a real blessing.” 
Perhaps it is his students who count 
themselves blessed to have had him 
as a professor. 

4s 

Dr. Bert Polman will also be leav- 
ing the Redeemer community this 
year, but rather than retiring, he has 
accepted an appointment at Calvin 
College. What few may know 
about Dr. Bert, as he is affectionate- 
ly called, is that he wrote both the 
Music major and the Music minor, 
which remain much the same today. 
In many ways, Dr. Bert (along with 
Dr. Teeuwsen) is Redeemer’s music 
program. 

He was hired away from Ontario 
Bible College (now Tyndale) in 1985 
to teach music part-time, and the 
following year he was given a full- 


Brothers Cam and Nathan Stretch (right) host Redeemer’s 
annual Hobbies for Hilltop auction to raise money for 
Hilltop University in Nigeria. Students, faculty, and staff 
offered goods and services, raising a total of $3,500. Top 
items included a dinner put on by the Social Science 
department, sold to Sam Overduin a 
and Felix Lam’s cheesecake, which went for $250. 


nd friends for $850, 


“T love teaching. It’s 
been very gratifying— 
a perfect joy to see 
[students’] eyes light 
up.” 


time position. Dr. Bert and Mrs. 
Polman will leave behind two chil- 
dren in Ontario, but one of their 
daughters will accompany them to 
begin a Master's Program in wor- 
ship at Calvin Seminary. 

He explains that his new job 


will involve, “two-thirds teaching, 
and [also] working at the Calvin 


Institute for Worship. I'll be work- 
ing ona variety of projects.” One of 
those projects will be a new interna- 
tional encyclopaedia of hymnology, 
which is currently in the works and 
of which he’ll be the United States 
editor. 

He says that, besides moving 
away from family, “the hard part 
is that for fifteen years we've been 
part of a cell group, and we have 
some very good friends, very good 
Christian friends.” 

He remarks that his years at 
Redeemer have been “good years.” 
Nevertheless, there have been bad 
times: “There have been times 
when we haven't been able to do all 
I thought we should for the Music 
program” due to size and financial 
constraints. 

Regardless, Dr. Bert adores teach- 
ing and says the thing he has loved 
most about his 20 years at Redeemer 
has been the students: “I love teach- 
ing. It’s been very gratifying —a per- 
fect joy to see [students’ | eyes lirht 
up.” He looks forward to “a Won- 
derful new opportunity” and chal- 
lenge, although it will not be easy 


JACOBA GRAHAM 


JACOBA GRAHAM 


has accepted an appointment at "! YA‘ 
Calvin College, where he will both teach and work at the 


DERKOOT) 


Dr. Harry VanDyke will be retiring 
semester, but he will continue to teach on a part-time basis. 


‘ingame 


= 
after this AMYANN FAUI 


“For the first four years 
[of Redeemer’s existence], 
I was writing courses, and 

I used to walk along the 
beach in the hour before 
class and think about what I 
wanted to say.” 


Redeemer Bids Farewell to Three Key Professors 


to leave. It will be odd not to see Dr. 
Bert around Redeemer anymore, but 
we want to wish him God’s blessing 
as he goes. It can only be hoped that 
students at Calvin will enjoy his tal- 
ents and appreciate him as much as 


the Redeemer community has. 
betel 


Dr. Harry Van Dyke has also 
been with Redeemer since its incep- 
tion. Before coming to Redeemer, 
he spent seven years teaching at 
the Free University of Amsterdam, 
and he was a Research Fellow there 
for five years before that. His face is 
familiar to most students, as many 
take History 205 with him at some 
point in their university career. 

“{Redeemer] started July 1—no, 
that must have been a holiday, so 
we started July 2.” He remembers 
the first day: “Everyone was in a 
high state of expectation. It was 
all very new...very new. The pro- 
jected number of students was 50, 
and on Labour Day 97 showed up.” 
Nobody was quite sure how every- 
thing should be done, so they played 
it by ear as they made up the curric- 
ulum and the school calendar. 

Van Dyke recalls, “For the first 
four years, I was writing cours- 
es. I used to walk along the beach 
in the hour before class and think 
about what I wanted to say. It was 
a strange setting, in a way, with the 
smokestacks, and the busy QEW, 
but also the beaches, waves, [and] 
the wind.” 


He loves to see the graduates 
at the end of the year (though he 
doesn’t know all of them anymore), 
and “the first-years, with their eager 
faces, [saying] ‘I’ve paid for this, now 
what are you going to give me?’ “ 

As for retirement, he says that 
his plans are “undecided, undeter- 
mined.” ' He=will continue to teach 
part-time (HIS 215: Historiography; 
and HIS 205: History of the 
Modern World) and to work in the 
Dooyeweerd Centre, where he’s a 
member of the Board. He says, “Yes, 
one of my favourite hobbies is trans- 
lating things from Dutch to English, 
or English to Dutch, although that 
rarely happens.” 

His retirement, he concedes, is 
purely age related. When asked 
if he would continue to teach if it 
were possible, he says, “Yes, I think 
so.” He is a man who thinks deeply 
about things and contemplates his 
words, and the community is glad 
that his calm presence will continue 
to be felt around the Redeemer cam- 
pus in the years to come. 

A striking characteristic of 
Redeemer’s faculty is exactly how 
much they love their jobs. Professors 
can make or break a student's uni- 
versity experience, and those at this 
university never fail to surprise or 
delight. They are open and honest 
people of deep faith. It’s been a de- 
light to know Cook, Dr. Bert, and 
Van Dyke: God bless you all wher- 
ever He leads. ¢ 


>. 
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The Oxford group participates in a production of Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia, mastering fake British accents in the 


Where Poetry, Philosophy, 
and Nature Converge 


Visiting Poet Tim Lilburn’s 
work imbues, human 
search for home 


BY JOYCE ALBLAS 


For those of us anxiously waiting for white- 
covered ground to give way to green, it seems 
contradictory that Tim Lilburn’s poems, often 
portraying winter in its frozen, solid state, 
should offer warmth and sanctuary. But this 
was the feeling attendees of last week’s poet- 
ry reading experienced as they listened to the 
Canadian poet. 

The author of six books of poetry, Lilburn 
read from his works, shared some of his own 
life story, and talked about what motivates his 
writing. His works To the River and Kill-site 
have each won him the Governor General's 
Award. 

Although reviews of his work suggest that 
Lilburn “brings a philosopher's 
mind and the eyes and ears of a 
marsh hawk” to his poetry, this 
unassuming man seemed far 
from this imposing, daunting 
presence, 

Lilburn was born in Regina 
and left while in his twenties to 
travel to the United States and 
Africa. He returned to Canada |) 
and lived in the Kitchener/ 
Guelph area, where he spent 
time as a Jesuit. He returned to 
Saskatchewan in 1990 but was 
not prepared for the shock that greeted him 
upon his return: he didn’t know how to be in 
the place. This dilemma was not a minor issue 
for Lilburn, and he would argue that it is a 
major difficulty for many. How does one come 
to be at home in the place in which one is situat- 
ed? With this question in mind, Lilburn wrote 
his latest work. 

To the River is a collection of poems that 
are preoccupied with the landscape of 
Saskatchewan between the north and south 
Saskatchewan River. This is Metis land, and 
Lilburn writes of the elements of nature as one 
who has studied, contemplated, and meditat- 
ed in the midst of them, In “Slow World,” the 
reader is drawn to a place of “beaver dams” 
and “big lynx prints.” This is a world where 
one considers the “heavy thatch of the Milky 
Way” and where “deer coats are poplar ash.” 
Lilburn is no casual observer of this world. 
One has a sense that he possesses a deep secret, 
for he knows that “an inhaled wind moves in 
things” and that “the river is a man who’s just 
ducked into a doorway.” 

In Kill-site, Lilburn takes his work to a differ- 
ent place where action occurs at a subterranean 
level, Lilburn describes the poem “Kill-site” as 
“a long poem about prayer; a long poem about 
yet another failed expedition to track the hid- 


den natures of things.” The writer speaks of 
animals coming to him and dreaming of him; 
he has seen the mountains, but he has also been 
seen by the mountains. For Lilburn, landscape 
offers part of the answer to the problem of how 
to be since “The Evidential Power of Beauty” is 
a transfixing power. And this transfixing power 
will cause one to “act well” since “you cannot 
violate the beauty that transfixes you.” 

But, for Lilburn, philosophy and poetry are 
also seen as transfixing powers: each has the 
potential to move, destabilize, and bring one to 
a good place. And it is this transformation that 
seems to interest Lilburn the most. 

Although discovery of landscape offers a 
clue to “living in the world as if it were home,” 
Lilburn’s conviction runs deeper than that. For 
him, “going home” is required if one is to be at 
home where one is. But one does not need to go 
home physically in order to find home. Rather, 
one must reclaim and re-identify with the 
Western intellectual tradition that molded all 
descendants of European settlers. This means 
“returning to Judeo-Christian writings; Plato 
and the lineage he established; and experimen- 
tal science.” These rich tradi- 
tions feed the interior life, and 
one may be “reformed” by 
them. And, for the European 
mind, which isn’t indigenous 
in North America, this is es- 
sential. 

Despite the complexity and 
depth of Lilburn’s work, lis- 
teners were treated to a read- 
ing that was almost musical. 
When speaking about the mu- 
sicality of his work, this poet 
revealed that, in writing and 
revising, he actively seeks out the music, for 
it is the “first skin” of the work, while interi- 
ority and narrative fall second and third. For 
Lilburn, writing is not “the spearhead of enqui- 
ry” but “the wake that contemplation throws.” 
Contemplation is key, and writing is the mode 
of expression. 

Lilburn is now teaching in the Department 
of Writing at the University of Victoria, 
after having taught at St. Peter’s College in 
Saskatchewan for fifteen years. He said that 
this new place is colder than Saskatchewan, 
but this cold should not deter Lilburn for he 
has affection for winter; it causes one to be 
“hooded, hunched, pre-occupied and brood- 
ing.” Exposure to the winter elements “pushes 
everything back” and offers seemingly limit- 
less images, as portrayed in his poetry. 

Interestingly, when questioned about his 
new place of residence, he seemed doubtful 
as to whether he would be able to be there. 
According to Lilburn, apart from the fact that 
Orthodox Monasticism is active on this coast, 
there is “nothing there.” This may have seemed 
a puzzle to listeners picturing a western land- 
scape bursting with shoots of green and cro- 
cuses in March, but Lilburn is looking for 
something more; he is looking for home. And 
we hope that he may find it, « ? 


Redeemer’s 
Oxford students 
take part in 
theatre and 
volunteer 
opportunities 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 


With eager anticipation, 
the students of the Redeemer/ 
Atlantic Baptist University 
Oxford program jumped into 
their latest challenge this past 
week: a production of Tom 
Stoppard’s Arcadia. 

After students received 
scripts and were cast in mid- 
February, blocking rehearsals 
began with books in hand in 
Charlbury Baptist Church, 
which was transformed into a 
Manor house circa 1809. 

The play, which delves into 
everything from mathematics 
and physics, to love and liter- 
ature, challenged the minds 
of the players and their audi- 
ence; both rose marvelously 
to the occasion. Each of the 
actors appeared to be particu- 
larly gifted for their role, and 
the group was happy to give 


lish Community Life 


something back to the com- 
munity—faked English ac- 
cents and all. 

This week also marked a 
milestone for the Charlbury 
area. The village of Finstock 
is located a couple of miles 
down the road and is home 
to about seven hundred peo- 
ple, about eighty of which are 
children and young people. 
Three years of effort to fund- 
raise for and coordinate a 
new playground is coming to 
fruition this week as the com- 
munity builds the $120,000 
structure in the style of an 
old-fashioned barn raising. 
Volunteer crews of hole-dig- 
gers, sawyers, nail-pound- 
ers, cooks, and coordinators 
are coming together to build 
the structure under the guid- 
ance of an American company 
that specializes in community 
projects. 

As a break from the rig- 
ors of play rehearsal, some 
members of the cast took up 
an invitation to help with the 
project; their job was to dig 
and tamp holes and to un- 
load a truck full of timber on 
Tuesday afternoon. The new 
area promises to be a centre 
of activity for the area youth, 
who are otherwise at a loss for 
a place to gather without hav- 
ing to travel by car. «® 


Brian Welch finds God 
after hitting rock bottom, 
leaving behind his band 
and millions of dollars 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


One of the most influential metal bands 
of the last decade has been Bakersfield, 
California’s Korn. Mixing aggressive, often 
harsh vocals with some of the heaviest gui- 
tars ever heard, they struck a chord with dis- 
illusioned listeners across the world. 

The lyrics were, if nothing else, consistent. 
Anger, despair, and hopelessness almost ex- 
clusively dominated singer Jonathan Davis’ 
lyrical contributions. After a string of plati- 
num albums, award-winning music videos, 
and sold-out tours, one would think that they 
would be on top of the world. 

Not so. In recent weeks, Guitarist Brian 
“Head” Welch has opened up about his ex- 
periences with the band. Despite scores of 
money and women, Welch developed an ad- 
diction to speed, along with other drugs. 

He wanted to die. After hitting rock bot- 
tom, Welch made an unexpected turn. He 
turned to God to help him with his addictions 
and to free him from the vices of his life in a 
rock band. In February, Korn announced that 
Welch had chosen to follow Jesus and had 
parted from the band. 

The official statement from the band reads 
that “Korn has parted ways with guitarist 
Brian ‘Head’ Welch, who has chosen Jesus 
Christ as his savior and will be dedicating his 
musical pursuits to that end...Korn respects 
Brian’s wishes, and hopes he finds the happi- 
ness he’s searching for.” 

Welch also claimed that he was grow- 
ing more and more disillusioned with the 
dark, angry, and sometimes perverse, music 
and imagery for which Korn is known. He 
is now sporting a tattoo of “Matthew 11: 
28” on his neck, in stark contrast to his 
other, darker tattoos. On his new website, 
www. headtochrist.com, Welch testifies that 
it was only through God’s grace that he has 
made it to where he is today, on a pair of MP3 
recordings from Valley Bible Fellowship in 
California. The text of Matthew 11:28 tells the 
story better than Welch himself can: “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and burdened. I 
will give you rest.” 

One has to wonder what kind of impact 
this will have on Korn’s fans. Christianity is 
often a target of metal bands, from Slayer to 
Slipknot to Marilyn Manson and many oth- 
ers. On the other hand, Megadeth frontman 
Dave Mustaine has been open about how 
God has helped him through heroin addic- 
tion and alcoholism, and there is a growing 


Korn Star a Beacon of Light 
in Dark World of Metal 


number of Christian artists in the main- 
stream metal community. If nothing else, 
Welch has become a beacon of light in an 
otherwise dark place. 

He has 
devoted his 
remaining 
years both 
to helping 
local youth 
by _ build- 
ing church- 
es and skate 
parks and 
to helping 
out drug re- 
habilitation 
centres that 
are aimed 
at helping 
those who 
wouldn't 
normally be 
able to af- 
ford a stay 
at a_ rehab 
centre and, 
in his own 
WO T.0 8; 
“change the 
world or die 
trying.” 

Whether 


I had to 


prove to 
myself that 
money wasn’t 
fans agree my God. 


Christianity »? 
or not, it’s 
difficult to 
argue that Welch’s decision was easy and 
that his current goals are self-righteous or 
self-serving. To leave a band of which he has 
been a part for over ten years and to turn his 
back on millions of dollars to follow Jesus is 
almost unheard of. 

So what does this mean for us? A few 
different things. There is a question that I 
think Christians need to ask themselves: do 
I have the courage to turn my back on all the 
vices and empty desires in my life and live 
for Christ alone? Also, this is an event that 
should remind us all that God uses our worst 
to bring out His best. To go from suicidal 
lows to a living testament to God’s grace is 
nothing short of a miracle. 

Korn’s fans are split on his decision. Some 
are angry and bitter; some feel betrayed; 
some are happy and supportive. It should be 
hoped that some will seek something deeper 
than anger and despair from their own lives. 
Even his fellow band mates are split. Welch 
told MTV, “I think it made the guys mad, It 
confused them. I left at the worst possible 
time. We got off Sony, and all the money was 
there, We were going to own all of our songs, 
but I had to prove to myself that money 
wasn’t my God.” «? 
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Cultural Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of 
our lives. This column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an invi- 
tation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


Vital signs uncovered in pop culture 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


You don’t have to look far to 
find signs of life in pop culture. In 
fact, some of the most impressive 
up-and-coming musical artists are 
from the Greater Hamilton area. 
This semester, the Sociology 355 
class has been fortunate enough to 
host two great local musical artists: 
Jacob Moon and Martha’s Trouble. 

Having graciously agreed to be 
interviewed in front of the class, 
both artists gave their impressions 
on topics such as artistic freedom, 
audience influence, and Christian 
approaches to pop culture. One 
common theme emerging from 
these visits was the need to discern 
God's presence within the larger 
world of pop music and beyond 
the confines of the sacred-secu- 
lar dichotomy. For example, al- 
though both artists have performed 
at Redeemer, they are more often 
found playing at local establish- 
ments such as the Staircase Theatre 
and the Junction Cafe (when they’re 
not touring internationally). 

Jacob Moon has released three 
successful, independently pro- 
duced albums that have been de- 
scribed as “soulful folk-rock.” 
One of his latest albums, Landing, 
won the title of “Folk Album of 
the Year” at the Vibe Awards. His 
song “Lights Out” also won an 
award at the prestigious Unisong 
International Song Contest in 
Hollywood. He has opened for 
Steve Bell and has performed with 


local artist Lisa Winn. Moon’s styles 
range from old gospel to covers 
of Paul Simon tunes. He has also 
gained media coverage through ap- 
pearances on CTV, CITY TV, CBC, 
and CTS, and on over 40 radio sta- 
tions nationwide. 

Press reviews have 
also been very positive. 
The Toronto Star stated that 
Moon’s music showcases 
“well-honed pop sensibili- 
ties, bright and tuneful voice 
and clever guitar work...[and] 
the songs are remarkably 
strong and graceful.” The 
Record has described Moon 
as “one of the finest singer- 
songwriters to emerge on the 
local music scene during the 
past decade,” and Christian 
Music Magazine noted Moon's 
“fine songwriting and impas- 
sioned performances...a fresh 
infusion of talent.” 

Moon’s commitment to 
Christ is also clear, as re- 
vealed through his _ lyr- 
ics, musicianship, and CD 
liner notes, where he thanks 
Christ, who “gave me the 
strength and courage to put 


my heart in soul on the line Jacob Moon played at Redeemer 


You can catch Jacob Moon at the 
following venues: Saturday April 
2 at The Crossroads Broadcast 
Centre, in the context of Tapestry: 
An Evening of Art, Music, Drama, and 
Dessert in Support of the Kingsbridge 
School, featuring Jacob Moon, Jason 


and trust Him, in one of the earlier this semester; see him again this 


toughest times of my life.” 


April in Hamilton or Oakville, 


GREG DEHAAN 


Hildebrand, and James Tughan; 
Wednesday April 6, Grand Opening 
of The Freeway Café (corner of 
King and Wellington in Hamilton); 
Saturday April 9, Oakville Centre 
for the Performing Arts, Oakville. 

Taking their name from the 
Biblical story of Mary and 
Martha, Jenn and _ Rob 
Slocumb of Martha’s Trouble 
emphasize the importance of 
appreciating life in all of its 
beauty. This husband-wife 
team has been performing 
together since 1994 and has 
travelled throughout North 
America. One of their songs, 
“Some Peace Tonight,” has 
even appeared in a CBS 
movie starring Ted Danson 
and Mary Steenbergen. The 
music of Martha’s Trouble 
fits somewhere between 
categories of folk, rock, 
and Americana (Canadian- 
Americana!), drawing com- 
parisons to Over the Rhine, 
The Innocence Mission, and 
The Cowboy Junkies. 

Jenn Slocumb’s vocals have 
been described as “spine-tin- 
gling,” while Rob Slocumb’s 
acoustic guitar arrangements 
have been called “elegant 
and patterned.” Their music 


centres on “journeys of the heart 
and concrete.” Jenn Slocumb’s 
voice has been compared to those 
of Natalie Merchant, Aimee Mann, 
Alanis Morissette, and Cranberries 
singer Dolores O’Riordan. She 
doesn’t mind the comparisons, be- 
cause she appreciates and respects 
these artists and feels secure as a 
musician in her own right. “We just 
try to be real and personal with our 
songs,” said Jenn Slocumb. “Rob 
and I make music from our hearts, 
and we share it with our audienc- 
es as though they were friends we 
haven't seen in a while.” 

Martha’s Trouble has been de- 
scribed by allmusic.com as _pos- 
sessing “great songwriting, great 
melodies, and a great sense of tim- 
ing.” In 2003 the duo won an award 
for “Best Americana Album of the 
Year” at the Just Plain Folks Awards 
in Santa Ana, California. McMaster 
University’s radio station, CFMU, 
has identified them as “Hamilton’s 
Best Kept Secret.” Martha’s Trouble 
is currently on tour in the United 
States, but they will undoubtedly 
return to local venues in the near 
future. 

Other concerts and events com- 
ing your way: 

Luther Wright, Oh Susanna, etc.: 
Hamilton, The Casbah, April 7. 
Weakerthans & Constantines: 
Toronto, Lee’s Palace, April 9. 
Sarah McLachlan: Hamilton, 
Copps Coliseum, May 16. 

Jack Johnson: Toronto, Molson 
Amphitheatre, September 17. ¢ ? 
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JEFF JOHNSON 


SPORTS 


leyball team. 

Year: 4 

Height: 5’8” 

Nickname: D 

Major: Kinesiology 

Minor: History or Art History 


Jeanne. 


torticollis.” 


Name: Jeff Johnson 

Year: 4 

Height: 6’0” 

Major: Phyiscal Education 
Minor: English 


Player Profiles 


Deanna Geertsma has been a force on the volleyball team for 
her entire career. She is a vocal leader on the court and has been 
a key component to many of the successes of our women’s vol- 


Future Profession of Choice: Teacher 

Favourite Professor: Hugh Cook 

Favourite Sport to Play (besides volleyball): Badminton 
Favourite Sport to Watch: Doesn’t watch sports 

Favourite Pro Athlete: Yao Ming, Jerome Williams 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: Jordan Hall and Dave Berghout 
Interesting Fact about Geertsma: She has a bowling ball named 


Comment on Jeff Johnson: “I hope he gets over his case of acute 


Jeff “Goulet” Johnson will be sorely missed by the basketball 
team, for both his three-point shooting and his comedic impres- 
sions. We wish Johnson the best in his future endeavours and 
trust that he will do well, but can he croon? 


Future Profession of Choice: Sports Trainer 
Favourite Professor: Al Brown Favorite 
Favourite Sport to Play (besides basketball): Football 
Favourite Sport to Watch: Basketball 

Favourite Pro Athlete: Dirk Nowitzki 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: Ryan Schipper and Eric Bulthuis 
Interesting Fact: His dad’s name is John Johnson 
Quote about Deanna: “She always has nice socks.” 


College Sports Spectacle Outdoes Super Bowl 


NCAA March 
Madness basketball 
spotlights new 
talent 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


Lorenzo Charles, 1983, Christian 
Laettner, 1992. Bryce Drew, 1998. 
What do these three men have in 
common? One moment, one shot, 
and the madness that occurs in 
March. Thanks to that, all three of 
these men are sports legends. 

Every year around this time, mil- 
lions of people across North America 
tune in to watch perhaps the great- 
est sports spectacle of the year. Yes, 
the Super Bowl has more view- 
ers and larger halftime shows than 
the National Collegiate Athletics 
Association (NCAA) Basketball 
Championship Tournament, but 
it only lasts one day, not an entire 
month like the NCAA. 

This year, on March 17, it all start- 
ed again. The tournament has made 
household names out of unpro- 
nounceable names, such as Wally 
Szczerbiak (pronounced Zer-bee- 
ack); unknown names, such as the 
aforementioned Drew; and schools, 
such as Gonzaga, that you would 
not be able to find on a state map. 

Studies have shown that more 
men call in sick for work on the 
Thursday and Friday of the opening 
round than any other non-holiday 
of the year. This is true for students, 
especially those at the high school 
level, as many of them skip class- 
es to watch the games. Why is this 
tournament so popular? 


sponsored by: 


A big reason is that everybody 
has a chance. March Madness is the 
great equalizer. While teams are di- 

viged into four regions and seeded 

1rough-16, they all must accom- 
ee the same task. Simply win six 
games in a row, and you are the 
champion. It sounds easy, until you 
consider that 63 other teams are try- 
ing to accomplish the very same 
thing. 

This year has seen its fair share 
of upsets, with 14-seed Bucknell 
shocking 3-seed Kansas, and 13- 
seed Vermont defeating 4-seed 
Syracuse. This year’s tournament 
has also seen some great finishes, 
as 7-seed West Virginia ousted 2- 
seed Wake Forest in a second-round 
game that needed two overtimes to 
be decided. 

There are still four rounds to 
be played and a champion to be 
crowned, but some heroes and leg- 
ends are already being born, such 
as Julius Hodge and Ronald Ross. 
Hodge, who is from North Carolina 
State, led his team to victory over 
defending champion University of 
Connecticut, while Ross led Texas 
Tech to an upset over Gonzaga 
University. 

There are also many heroes and 
legends still to be born. It took 
Charles and Laettner until the finals 
and quarter-finals to make their 
respective marks, so there is still 
time. Perhaps Salim Stoudamire, 
the sharp-shooting guard from 
Arizona, will be the next hero? 
Maybe it will be Dee Brown, the 
one-man fast breakpoint guard for 
Illinois. It is impossible to predict 
who might make their mark during 
the madness of March. 

Finally, there is also much beau- 
ty still to be seen. March Madness is 


Nick Van Dyk, Housing Consultant, Co-operative 
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“days are over. It is bein 


basketball at its finest, being played 
by people who, for the majority, 
will be moving on to al lives 
and average jobs once ian 
students who have the same wor- 
ries we do, having to deal with mid- 
terms, papers, and finals. While 
some of them do get a “free ride” 
right to the NBA, most of them are 
just like you and me, only consider- 
ably more athletic. 

If you get the chance next week- 
end, sit down and watch a couple of 
games. Take in everything about the 
experience, from the bands to the 
mascots to the cheerleaders. Don’t 
forget about the players, though, 
as I am sure they will be more than 
happy to put on a show. 

Watch the benches and how they 
live and die with every possession, 
every basket, and then you will re- 
alize just how much it means to 
these young men. That is the true 
essence of sport. 

Maybe the madness of March 
isn’t really that mad, after all, In my 
opinion, it’s actually quite amazing. 
Let the Super Bowl have its fire- 
works, John Madden and wardrobe 
malfunctions; I’m more than happy 
watching a Blue Devil try and de- 
feat a Tar Heel (Duke and North 
Carolina's respective team names) 
while the bands blast out Louie, 
Louie. 

And, on April 4, a new champi- 
on will be crowned, the coach will 
cut the net down from the rim, the 
band will play, the cheerleaders will 
dance, the players will scream, and 
somewhere, James Naismith (the 
inventor of basketball) will be smil- 
ing because, for three weeks every 
spring, his game is played the way 
it was meant to be played. « * 


Faith Justice Politics 


visit us at www.cpj.ca 
support the work of social justice 
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Sportsmanlike 
Royals Hockey Team 
Finds Success 


Improved behaviour 
and focus on tactics 
bring team to 
playoffs 


BY JOSEPH GROENEVELD 


After five months of exciting 
hockey, the Redeemer Royals hock- 
ey team has finally finished their 
regular season. The whole team 
would agree that this has been a 
season that exceeded all expecta- 
tions: for the second straight year 
they finished second place in the 
league. A number of factors have 
led the Royals to enjoy another 


great year. 


Team focus 

This team is not made up of su- 
perstars. However, when all of the 
players with their variety of skills 
play together, the team plays to 
its full potential. There have been 
a couple of emphases that were 
stressed throughout the year that 
led to success. The first is fore- 
checking by the forwards. When 
they fore-check well, many scor- 
ing chances are created due to turn- 
overs. The second is back-checking: 
by reducing the opposition’s num- 
ber of odd-man rushes, because 
forwards are skating back hard, the 
amount of scoring chances decreas- 
es. A third aspect is man-to-man de- 
fence. In their defensive zone, every 
player on the ice knows where he 
is to be and whom he is to cover, 
and the players do a good job of it. 
Lastly, quick line changes are vital 
to keep players from getting too fa- 
tigued. 


Playing against Calvin College 

This may sound strange, but it’s 
true! Calvin has much more skill 
and speed than any team in the 
Niagara Christian Hockey League 
(NCHL), and playing two games 
against them really showed the 
Royals what their strengths and 
weaknesses are. The Royals rec- 
ognized that a fast and organized 
fore-checking system is one huge 
key to success, along with solid 
man-to-man defensive coverage. 
Since playing against Calvin, the 
team has mustered up ten wins, 
one loss, and one tie. 


Forwards 

The returning players have had 
a very solid season in regards to 
scoring, discipline, and leadership. 
Joseph Groeneveld, Scott Reckman, 
and Dave DeGraaf led the team in 
scoring once again this year, and 
they led by example, as they were 
expected to. Much recognition is 
owed to Reckman for being very 
disciplined this year. Scoring goals 
in key games has not been a prob- 
lem this year either. All of the for- 
wards have made a very strong 
contribution to the team with their 
hard work, constant fore-checking, 
and great defence, which deserve 
much credit. 


Defence 

Defence was a questionable as- 
pect of the team at the start of the 
season, but the defensemen have 
proven that Cory D. McArthur can 
rely on them to control the opposi- 


tion. They have taken their defen- 
sive responsibilities seriously while 
contributing on the scoreboard as 
well. The team has the league’s 
third lowest goals-against average, 
giving up only 2.5 goals per game. 
The defensemen played a large role 
in this accomplishment. A good 
word to describe them would be 
“solid.” 


Goaltending 

McArthur has been exceptional 
game in and game out, especially 
since playing Calvin. He has single- 
handedly kept the team in games 
when the opposition received 
many scoring opportunities. His 
success has come in large part from 
the defensemen’s keeping the op- 
position from his net and crease so 
that he can come out of his net and 
cut down shooters’ angle. 


Coach Ron Oppertshauser 

He is the best man for this job. 
An alumnus of Redeemer who has 
played for the Royals and for other 
teams, he knows the strengths, 
weaknesses, and strategies of every 
team in the league. He even knows 
the style of other teams as they 
play against Redeemer specifical- 
ly. More importantly, he under- 
stands Redeemer’s team and how 
they need to play in order to be suc- 
cessful with integrity. He is very fo- 
cussed on commanding the team as 
a unit. He is generally very ¢alm, 
and his directions are succinct. As 
well, he continually encourages 
each player to live for Christ every 
day in every way —including hock- 
ey. This is why discipline is such a 
big aspect of this team. 


Christian Style of Hockey 

It is very exciting for the Royals 
to have been awarded the league’s 
first ever “Most Sportsmanlike 
Team” award. This is something 
that many never would have ex- 
pected, since past Redeemer hock- 
ey teams have proved to be the 
exact opposite of the sort of dis- 
position the award esteems. It also 
shows that the other teams in the 
league have noticed a difference. 
The team finished with the second 
lowest number of penalty minutes, 
with an approximate average of 
only five minutes per game! 

Focus on discipline is fuelled by 
Oppertshauser, who from day one 
encouraged the team to play in a 
way that glorifies God. It has not 
been easy to play in a disciplined 
manner, for many times the oppo- 
sition has purposely attempted to 
coerce the team to retaliate. Many 
players took punches and were 
scoffed for being “wimps” when 
they did not retaliate. Turning the 
other cheek is a very difficult task 
for any Christian and may be espe- 
cially difficult when being mocked 
by fellow “Christians” for doing 
so; nevertheless, this is what we as 
Christians are called to do in every- 
thing we do. 

The good news is that the season 
is not over—playoffs are underway 
and the team expects to go deep. 
Making it to the finals and winning 
the championship is not out of the 
question. The team expresses much 
thanks to all of the fans that bear 
the cold temperatures of the arena 
to show support, and it hopes that 
the support will continue until the 
end. «€? 
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Deciding factors: 
laziness and 
boredom 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


Some of you sharp-eyed 
Redeemerites may have no- 
ticed something different 
about me lately: my hair, nor- 
mally quite long, is noticeably 
shorter. “But why, Scott?” you 
may ask. To say the least, it 
was a decision that took a 
long time to make. To save 
the time it would take to an- 
swer everyone who asks, | 
prefer to explain my decision 
in a more public format. 
Reason #1 

Because I wanted to. I am 
20 years old and arguably 
mature enough to make my 
own decisions about my per- 
sonal appearance. Whether or 
not these decisions are good 
decisions is a matter that only 
you, the reader, can deter- 
mine. But they are my deci- 
sions to make nonetheless. 
Reason #2 

It was time for a change. 
For instance, last year around 
this time, I decided to grow 
facial hair. The novelty of my 
chin tuft wore off, so a new 
hairstyle was the next logical 
step. Besides, what else could 
I do with it? Also, try find- 
ing a decent summer job with 
hair like mine was. Hair prej- 
udice is still a great problem 
in this country, but I’m pretty 
sure that attending university 
is more important than my 
hairstyle. 


DIVERSIONS 


Why I, Scott Fairley, Cut My Hair 


Reason #3 

I was bored with it. The 
long hair simply didn’t do it 
for me anymore. Why should 
I keep something I don’t even 
like? I shouldn't. 
Reason #4 

My dorm mates. Why 
should they suffer through 
clogged drains and _ stray 
hairs around the sink? They 
shouldn't. I plan to apologize 
to them as soon as possible 
for the months of suffering 
they have endured. I can only 
hope that they can find it in 
their hearts to forgive me for 
my many sins. 
Reason #5 

I'm a lazy man, Now I can 
sleep in an extra five min- 
utes because I no longer have 
to mess around with eight 
inches of thick hair. Now all 
it takes is a quick fluff-dry, 
and I’m out the door. Sadly, 
this has also rendered my be- 
loved pink comb useless. But 
since my younger brother’s 
birthday is coming up, and 
he possesses locks that are 
longer than mine ever were, | 
can surprise him with it at the 
end of May. 
Reason #6 

It was irritating me. 
Waking up with a mouth- 
ful of hair is unpleasant at 
best, and it was certainly not 
something I enjoyed. Not to 
mention the fact that it was 
beginning to feel like a wig. 
Reason #7 

It was becoming a hazard 
to my health and the health 
of others. I work in the au- 
ditorium, and I’m often re- 
quired to help hang the lights 
up on the catwalk above both 


the seats and the stage. Now 
imagine, if you will, me up on 
the catwalk and my hair sud- 
denly falling into my field of 
vision: I can’t see what I’m 
doing, so I move my hand 
up to move it out of my eyes, 
and then suddenly, my other 
hand slips and a 50 pound, 
$500 light falls into the au- 
ditorium seats. If I’m lucky, | 
only break the light and a few 
seats. It would be best not to 
think about what could hap- 
pen if I’m unlucky, Students 
and faculty who frequent 
the Redeemer Auditorium 
should be thankful I decided 
to cut it before hanging lights 
for the Mainstage play this 
semester. 

Reason #8 

I'm cheap. I was going 
through a ridiculous amount 
of shampoo. On a student's 
budget, that does not bode 
well. So the less money I 
have to spend on shampoo, 
the better. It also frees up my 
budget for things like CDs 
and movie tickets so that I 
can provide more reviews 
for The Crown, So it’s really 
a win-win situation for ev- 
eryone. 

In conclusion, the hair 
does not make the man. If 
I were bald, Id still be the 
same person I was when I 
was sporting my long hair. 
Because I’m a creative per- 
son, it is imperative that I do 
things that are out of the or- 
dinary in order to retain my 
sanity. Perhaps I should be 
doing more of those things. 
Maybe I'll go bungee-jump- 
ing this summer. I hear that’s 
fun. « * 


ACROSS 


1. Insect stage 

6. MD trail 

9. Tennyson's trod 

14. Lacks sense 

15. Spanish cry 

16. Auras of glory 

17. Columbus ship 

18. Marriage promise 
19. Poems 

20. Uproot 

22. Carlton song 

23. Maiden name indicator 
24. Idee (freebie) 

26. Shrub 

30. Personality journeys 
34. “Duly __ 

35. Do you? 

36. Tibetan gazelle 

37. Knowledgeably 
38. Gambian language 
39. Addition 

40. Triton’s domain 
41.__ by me 

42. Mumesons 
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43. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
51. 
Sf 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 


Ones who essay 
Texas murder defense 
Whimper 

Naval Acd. student 
Famous twins 

Make stand out 
Scientist's favourite dish 
Neither 

Played with plectrum 
Congress action 
Hottie 

120 degrees apart 
Indian wrap 

Type of bunny 
German city 


DOWN 

1, Wind or bag 

2. Computer lingo 

3. Tired dog 

4. Against 

5. Erudite 

6. Bright stars 

7. Coagulate 

8. Stepped on scale again 
9. Furthermore 

10. Double-edged sword 
11. NC 28660 

12. MDs 
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. 65. across with “ 
. Pod insider 

. Portal 

. Mediterranean herb 
. Time and loading, e. 
. Condemned Titan 

. Meadow 4 
. Acquires 

. Ice house 

. Puppy, e.g. 

. Chic 

. One year olds 

. Boil 

. Bar 

. Igneous rock 

. Donna or Calvin 

. Court punishment 

. Nothign 

____ gras 

. Poet’s opens 

. 11 down actor 

. Celebrity 

52. Seized 

53. Autos 

54. Purple flower 

55. Diet 

56. Garden 
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“I’ve heard [The Merchant of Venice] 
is rated R for nudity.” 
~ Andrea Hensen 
“Anyone looking for a pound of 
flesh is going to get it!” 
- Marieke Lammers 


ee 


“I realize I’m comparing myself to Jesus Christ, but 
let’s not judge.” — Al Wolters 


“Well then, I'll just dress up in women’s clothing and 
everything will be all right.” — Jon Stumm 


“One day I’m going to have a rigorous affair and 
shock the entire world!” — Rob Joustra 


“I’m a one-man department, which is good. Give 
me anything to administer, and I’ll run it into the 
ground.” — Dr. Koyzis 


“One of Chad’s personalities just diagnosed the other 
one with schizophrenia” - Dan VanHartingsveldt 


Headline Hall of Shame 


Writing headlines is the bane of the journalist’s 
existence. For your enjoyment, check out these 
headline disasters—actually published in 
newspapers across the United States! 


Medic Squad Helps Dog Bite Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian 


Victim Takes Over 
Drunk Gets Nine Months in Never Withhold Herpes 
Violin Case Infection from Loved One 
| Milk Drinkers Are Turning to —- Stud Tires Out! cass . 
| Powder Prostitutes Appeal to Pope 
| Iraqi Head Seeks Arms Two Sisters Reunited After 18 
| Stolen Painting Found by Tree Years in Checkout Counter 
| Grandmother of Eight Makes Police Begin Campaign to Run 
Hole in One Down Jaywalkers 
| Shot off Woman's Leg Helps Eye Drops off Shelf 
| Nicklaus to 66 Survivor of Siamese Twins Joins 
| Deaf Mute Gets New Hearing Parents 
| — in Killing British Left Waffles on Falkland 
| Two Convicts Evade Noose, Islands 
Jury Hung Sun or Rain Expected Today, 
Enraged Cow Injures Farmer Dark Tonight 
with Ax Hep rh Nepal aedy taco 


Russell Chandler at the World Journalism Institute's Summer Term closing ban- 
quet in Santa Clarita, California, June 21, 2002. 


Check under the 
hood, | think it’s 
the hermeneutics. 


The Institute for Christian Studies is a graduate school in interdisciplinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic community 
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